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Most operating experience has been accumulated using PAFC systems, which in turn has led to a recent first announcement of commercialization. A subsidiary of United Technologies named ONSI has received orders for 53 200-kW systems with deliveries to begin in 1992. The initial price per kilowatt will be $2500, and as manufacturing experience is gained, the price is expected to decline to $1500, and a further drop to $1000 is possible. On a capital cost basis, these prices are higher than those of large gas turbine plants for production of electricity but are economic for cogeneration. The most attractive applications for near-term fuel-cell technology are on-site cogeneration. Fuel-cell plants would be located to serve energy requirements of restaurants, retail stores, apartment buildings, or hospitals. In addition to electricity, the plants could furnish hot water, space heat, steam, and absorption cooling. Space requirement for a 200-kW plant is modest: 3.2 m high, 7.6 m long, and 2.5 m wide. The plants will require practically no supervision and will be noiseless. 
